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mn Bir Ga light 06 dete anthony whens WAGER 
3) . ina court, was by this action of debt, min 


Pests, opoed ach -a-lending, received beck 
} than he Re te ies uty Sagas 








: creditor and the fureties, as between the fureties 

r the mode of proof whether by duel, of whether the 
$ were to deny their engagement by the oaths of 

= of perfons as the court thould require. Some 
ht that’ the creditor himfelf, by his own oath, and 
witnefles, might make’ proof of it agaigft 

urilefs the fureties could avoid his oath by 

sy ht ion: and if foy*fays Glanville, they mult 


e was given given either at the time of lending. or not. 


given, fometimes for a certain term, fometimes 





vadiavit R. pre centum marcis ufgue ad terminum qui pra= 
teriit, ut dicit, weep berhae acca ree 2 
tavit: et nifi fecerit, Be.* 

Ieivpeanood by esi, i hits lg 
fendant was to be compelled to appear to this writ; whe= 
thet he was to be diftrained by the pledge itfelf, or in what 
other way. This, it feems, was left to the diferction of 
ae Rages at me be GD ie 
other method. He ought, however, to beiprefentin 
, before the pledge was quit-claimed to the creditor, 
might be able, perhaps, to thew fome reafon why it 
not. fhe then confefed bis having pledged the things as 


_he thereby in effect cdnfeffed the debt, he was 

‘to redeem it in fome reafonable time ; berber 
the creditor had licence to treat the ‘own pro- 
perty. “If he denied the pledging, ‘ 

the thing aoe ‘own, and account fe 





ofthem. The, 
about the priority of 
hors tear by hhc 





















pghetie, i in this cafe, rend obec, Gap: 
: ROT ao a lan cole sateen 
_nalty, for otherwife he would bein a better condition than the 
“purchafer; though it was not eafy to fay what penalty. he 
‘was to pay. In general, all hazard refpecting the thing 
fold was to reit with him who was in polleGiion of it at the 
time, unlefS there was fome fpecial agreement to the con- 
tery* 
~ An all fales of immoveables, the feller and his heirs were 
‘bound to warrant the thing fold to the purchafér and his 
sheirs, and upon that warrantry he or his heirs were to be 
vuade before fated. And if any 
ion againft the purchafer, as 
rth wy rg or by fome other mode of tranf- 
sfex conveyed. to another (fo as no felony was charged to 
on) <n eae the fame courfe was obferved, © 
s Glanville, as in-cafe of immoveables : but if it was de- 
purchaler ex cauféi furtivi, he was ottiged 
wd ar himafelf of -all charge of felony, or call a perfom to 
sine Se ink Dona Tf he v a certain war 













fet fecures plegios N. quad fit coram me vel juftitiis, 

‘meis die, Gee ad warrantizandum R. illam rem quam He. 

clamat adverfus R, ut furtivam, st unde preditius R; eum 
traxit ad toarrantum in curid med vel ad oftchidendum quare 

«i -warrantizart non debeat, &e*, =e 
‘Turis was the proceeding if he calleda certain warran— 
to® whom he could name. But if, in. the phrafe of thar 





“wrlting or by duel™. os tga 
— A pew ex lecato and ex conducFe accrued, when one lett 


, outa thing to another for a certain timey ata certain re 





though very flowly, adopted, in aétions upon 
gla through thofe ations which were _ 
n originally in the curia regi all which were 
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+ REASUA PER VADIUM ET PLEOTUM 5 operas ck 
| Ro wa CRIT ET DETINET MyUSTR pro conficetudinibus 

en pain if a an es 
ea) e facias, ne 

fb Sekapenen: on nature of axprohibition, aswell as 

pvapiiediegieioy al aya 

to probit a judicial proceeding. «It is as, 

vicecomiti falutem. Probibeo tibi ne per~ 

injufle exigat ab 8. de Ebera texemento fue 


Feeds ipfius R. invillé, Ge. plus fervitit 








Sanat “This isall that is to be colleted from 
on the formal part of Pleading ; a branch'of our 
h grew, in sfter-times, to fuch’a fize, and was 


that "no one thould be bound: to anfwer.in bjs 
court concerning his freehold, without the precept 
or writ of our lord the king, or his chief juftice, 
queftion was about a lay fee ; but if there was a 
‘tween two clerks concerning a freehold held in frankal~ 
‘or if a clerk thould be tenant of ecclefiaftical land: 
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ee pager it me pe 


boa daies the recogpition, ehaicaeatinstea 
led ut de feeds, vel ut de vailio. If a perfon claimed’ a 
E a ova having been pledged by him or his anceftors, 











PLE prapictum R. veL 8 
& NOW Fuskit INVENTUS qred tune 
recognitionem, &:.*, 

Turse writs of shovel GiGiEA eee OF 
according to'the nature of the frechold jn whole pt 
the diffeifin was enade. There is one in 
razing or profrating a dyke ad meciumentum lider ton 


another for razing a mill-pool ad 
in Sie casas caaeengteh ns == 





ie oalcmgeaa, ‘that the demandant, after he had * 
diffefin, wanted a writ to the theriff to 


peaken tha View of the divers wiahcdty Wo RG OF terms seal 
‘obtained, it feems to follOw, that fomething "tion 
be faid of the times which were allotted, at this 


lercondaaniane. The cultivation of 
and. the collection of its fruits, neceflarily re- 














paar rf te 


in this end the 


¢ our enquiries to fu 


the Spo ating 5 


thre aroun de pocekings bf jes 


,, > 


_-Waen a perfon was infamatus, 95 Glanville seems ity Mode} 
oraccufed of the death of a man, or of any fedition moved a 


nic a was cither upon the charge of a 


lle fays, fema tantiommedo. publica acenfat (which 
_ cae lage sate what the ftatute of. 
ampton ia fenfareneeee legalium hominun) 5 








‘A remarkable difference is here to be obferved betweeh a 


| conviction per /ezem apperentem, and by duel : on the for~ 
© amier, which Was a remnant of the old Saxon jurifprudence, 
“a felon fuffered only the pains of death; but if convidted 
_ on the latter, which was a mode of trial introduced by the 
| Normans, he fufffered the additionalpenalty of forfeiture. 
_ | Every freeman, beii of full age, might be admitted 
to this fort of acculation, ‘or 3 yet fhould a perfon 
(= swithin age appeal any ‘was neyerthelefs to be at- 
din the manner jult mentioned. A ruftic (by 
. “which it may be fuppofed that Glanville means a perfon 
not free) might bring fuch an appeal ; but a woman was 
~ mot admitted to profecute an appeal of felony, except in 








‘that he fhould have been an 
iran an ya 
uidestey and therefore the zeal and piety of 
a ears crime, feems to 


Konkgetestuepiphesg py foie 


her hufband, and Speak of what the herflf 
= ¢ 
if ppeel an to her own perfon, and, 


ight chufe, ithet 65 ler fe: tele upon! his 
he woman, or purge himéelf from the im- 
































Yhefe times made the condition of the people depend very 
much’ on the charaéter of their kings; a circumftance the CON' 
which was happily experienced in the reign of Johns y oy 
* With all that violence which hurried him on to {port 
with the liberties of a people, this prince wanted the 
firmnefs neceflary to command refpeét and obedience ; 
and while he excited their refentment by a wantonnefs of 
‘tyranny, he encouraged their refiftance by his pufillanimity. 
r repeated infults, his barons aflembled, and 
with armsNig.their hands demanded of him a charter 
which might their property and perfons from future 
invafions of power. A convention was foon held between 
the king and his people in an opep field, called Runny- 
mede, near Staines, in all the terrors of martial prepara- 
tion, The king encamped, with fome few adherents, on 
exe fide; the barons on the other After fome days of 
debute and confideration, the barons drew up a fet of capi- 
tula, containing the heads of grievances, grounded upon 
the charter of Henry I. with fome fmall qualifi- 
cations to which they were then thrown into the 
form of acharter ; t0 which the king affixed his eal. 
r of king John, ufually called Magna 
Gand the Charter of Liberties, is more full and 
that.of Henry I. In this, reliefs were 
a 3 many regulations were made con- 
1 and marriage, the rights of perfons, and 








the adminiftration of juftice ; all which will be confidered 
© the fheeseding reign, when Magna Charta was con- 
firme" svigh fome alterations; by Wenry II. ; this of 
+ being the Great Charter, which is always 

to a8 the bafs of our law and confitution 5 while 
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STORY OF THE ~~ 
‘be levied on the fubjedt nif per commune concilium regni 
mofri , exceptin the three cafes in which a feudal lord was 
éntitled to the affiftance of his vaflal; namely, on mar- 
riage of his daughter, on making his fon a knight, and to 
redeem his perfon from capti reftriétion that, was 
declared ‘bby the charter to hold good, not only between the 
d_ his 
























nants. In order to aff 
to affefs fuch feutages 






barons fizillatim ber in 
mus fommaneri in ge 
nofiros, omnes illes qui 
that fecms, beyond allte 
ftituent members of th 
thofe days. 

SEVERAL originals 
king. It is faid, tha 
or at leaft in every di 
provifions in the chai 
as guardians of the I! 
the contents of it 
foon followed, from d 
ed this fcheme of 
fext year, and left 
civil war. 

WE hhall now co 
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OPN Tis caw. 

fchools ‘. By the conftitution of his courts of jultice, Cm A 

and every att of his adminiftration, he did all in his power “\y 

to change the jurifprudence of the country. the CO) 

‘We hear nothing of Rufus as a legiflator ; norarethere jo 

any laws of Henry 1. except his charter ; but there is every 

reafon to believé that the latter of thefe princes paid great 

regard tothe improvement of the law. He was himielf a 
yand had a difpofition to quict the minds 
by a good adminiftration ; the laws, there- 
under his name may be confidered as a 
eait, made in his reign, and as an inftance 
of his attention kaghe fubjett of Icgiflation. 

Tue reign of Stepheg_was a period of continual war 
and difturbance, and of cOurfe gave little room for im- 
provement in legal eftablifhments. The introduction, 
however, of the books of canon”and civil law muft have 
contributed to the great advances made in the time of his 
fucceffor, Henry Il.; for, though there was always an 
extreme jealouly in the pjhéticers of the common law, with 
refpect to thofe two it went no further than to an 
exclufion of their ity as governing laws: they were 
fill culy by them as branches of the fame Icience, 
ieee “feo in polithing and improving our mu- 









aavantageous circumftances concurring in the latter end of 

ign, when all things were reduced to peace, contributed 
‘sivance our egal polity than all che preceding 
from the Conqueft put together. Without recapi- 
papas v= we bles news let any one compare 
the of Glanville with the laws (or, as it might morg 
oproperly ibe called, the sreatife of law in the time) of 
be] the great regularity in the order of proceed- 
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AP. IV. are treated, and he will;fee the fuperiority of the later 
reign in point of knowledge, It isyprobable, that the 
2s @ additions and amendments made in the law of this king- 
dom were by’ this prince tranfplanted into Normandy, 
and occafioned a ftill further improvement in the law of 
tenures ; as lawyers were, by thefe Sanspiniestons, en- 
gaged ina kind of competition to und polifh 1 
fume fubject of enquiry. 
was improved to a high 
ry II. and afforded an any 
ture raifed on it in the @ 
more particularly in the 

Tr does not appear that 
in contributing to furthée gl 
in matters of municipal 
the courfe they: had b 
however, ftands very hij 
prudence. Upon his re 
was in the Ifland of 
compiled a body of macit 
the keeping of order, 
verfies abroad ; and the 
has been evinced by the 






























way of legiflation in 
praife of having firlt i 
land, where he inftitut 
pret and execute 


jufticiary to prefide 


kingdom *. 

‘Tue monuments which remain of the juicy 
ithefe times are not very numerous. Te ee 
laws, charters, records, snob Sa-treatiis. 7] 


£ Black, vol. iv, p. 433, * Tyr, woh ip. bog 
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Norman-French, and fome in Latin. The firlt fifty capitula So 
in Norman-French are what, Ingulphus fays, he brought the ¢@, 
down to his abbey of Croyland, as. thofe which the king 
had confirmed, and commanded to be obferved throughout 

FP England '. Though the time when.they were enaéted is jaraet 
not mentioned, it is tolerably clear, that it was not long queror. 
after Ingulphus went to London on the affairs cf his mona- 

Jory, fp the fixteenth year of William’s reign. Thele 

were, probably, fuch alterations and additions as 

¢ in the laws of Edward, which had been 

allowed in theYfourth year of his reign *. ‘There follow 

fome other laws OfMVilliam in the form of a charter; and 

as the firft moftly aan Vi code, thefe latter 





conttitute fome alterations i civil. Thefe are in La- 
tin, and go from the fifty-fit chapter to the fixty-fe~ 
venth inclufive. “There are alfo fome others in the form of 
a charter, which, together with the preceding, make, in 
all, cighty-one capitulaf of Jaws of William the Con- 
queror, 

‘Tuere are no |; 







‘ining of William Rufus, if any 
f Henry 1. excepting his charter. “Thole 
ly go under the title of laws of this king, and 
in the Red Book of the exchequer, feem to have 
reduced into that form by fome perfon of learning, as 
_gmtaining a fketch of the common Jaw then in ufe ; a man~ 
ner of entituling treatifes not then uncommon ; for there is 
to be feen, in the Cottonian collection, a manuicript 
ce-Glamille which bears the title of Laws of Henry I. 4 
evidence that thefe lavg were enacted by the 
il, or granted by any charter. They contain 
ninety-four capitula, and are to be found in the collection 
& of Lombard and Wil 
‘We have no remaifs of legiflation in the time of Ste- 
\) phen. ‘The laws of fienry Il. are the Conftitutions made 
££ oguipty 2 Tr va by by ! Claud, D. as 
Q3 * 
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at Clarendon, anno 1164, and the ftatutes made at Ner= 
thampton, anno 1176. "The firit fourteen of the Confti- 
tutions of Clarendon made feveral alterations in the civil 
and criminal part of our laws ; the remaining fixteen con 
cern ecclefiaftical affairs, and contain thofe points which 
were difputed between Henry and aan) and between 
this kingdom and the fee 
Brsings laws; there 
reign; as, articles of o 
abufes of foeriffi and the af 
of Richard and John, there 
perly fo called ; but there re <: 
of a public nature refpedling tye 
Tn the reign of the for 
erewn, with the forms 
directions for preferving a 
Besives the laws of 
tioned, there are mai 
reigns, which may be 
in which they pailed, in 
fur publication by Spek 
ot Wilkins’s Anglo-S: 
"THe great monum 
Under this title might i 
William the Conqueror, 
have paifed in that fo 
called, and which ¢ 
the object they all Nad i 
redrefs of certain ari 
charter of Henry) 1, 
of Stephen, containing thirteen comterss that 6 
ry il. containing only two chapters, and exprefled in very 
general terms ; fing aeiiposis eae being thofe heads _ 
of grievances which were propofed by\the eee: 


2 Ty, vob p 578. 
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Monies LAW, 
be redreffed; and the Magna Charta of that king, drawn CHAT 
up in purfuance of them: thefe are all to be found in the 
Tate Mr. Juftice Blackftone’s correct edition of the charters*, the © 
where that great ornament of Englith law has given a cri- — 
tical and very curious hiftory of thefe valuable remains of 
antiquity. 
‘Tue laws, “or affiie, as they were called, made at the 
ly period, deferve a little further confideration. 
Tt haabeen before obferved, that our wis compofed of the 
the realm, or /eges nom firipte, and the ftatutes, 
or deges Prgie. Our lawyers have made a dillingtion 
themfelves; they nave diftinguithed be- 
fore the time of memory, and thofe 
memory-has been fixed in con- 
in the time of Edward I. 
















formity with a proyifion 
for fettling the limitation in 
by flat. 1 Welt. c. 3g. fixed ar the beginning of the reign 
of Richard. Though the limitation in a writ of right 
has been fince altered, tpis period lias been chofen as a dif 














called ; fo that every thing before 
to have happened before the ume of 


time P memory, 2 
that period i 


sk ftatutes which were made before the time of 
yy and have not fince been repealed nor altered by 
ry ufage, or fubfequent acts of parliament, aré con- 
apart of the feges mon feripte ; being, as it were, 
$ and become a part of, our common 
ne ing copies of them may be found, 
their prgvifions obtain at this day, not as acts of parlia- 
rae by immemorial ufage and cuftom ; of which 
ind is, no doubt, a great part of our common law ?, 
. Laws were fometimes affife, fometimes con/li- 
' “tutiones, Though thy moft folemn and ufual way of ordain- 


© Black. Tray wol. si. y? Hale Hid. 35 4- ’ 
Qs ing 
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ing laws was to get the concurrence of the commune concis 
lium regni, it fhould feém, that in thefe times the king took 
upon himfelf to do many legiflative aéts, which, when con- 
formable with the eftablithed order of things, were readily 
acquiefced in, and became the law of the land. ‘The very 
frame, indeed, | of fuch laws as were Lert Sa with all 







Conqueror, though ii 
authority of the great 
pimus , yet in others 
only, bec quogue precll 
charter, in which the & 
ing, was a very conil 
time; and this carries § 














neverthelefs it is to be g 
from the folem: t 
be regarded as having 
ter of king John, to 
parties. ‘There were, 
which feem to have no 
Indeed, feveral laws, 











‘Ture is no way o 
appearance of the ald b 
of our conftitution arf nd to have been 
the judicature of the realm being in the 
the guidance of the king and his juftices, it remained with 
him to fupply the defeéts that appeared in’ the 4 
courfe and order of proceeding ; Which being founded ori-_/ 


§ Wilk, 217, 218, 
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at en 


on cuftom and ufage, was, in its nature, more CHAR, 
fufceptibje of modification than any pofitive inftitution, Wy 
that could not be eafily tampered with, without a manifcit twheCo 
difcovery of the change, In an unlettered age, it was jour, 
convenient and. beneficial that the king fhould exercife 
fuch a fuperintendance over the laws, as to declare, ex- 










plain, what his juftices fhould do in particular 
cafes 5 ions were very readily received as pofi- 
tive laws) always to be obferved in future; and, no doubt, 
nambers regulations were made, of which we have 
at prefent no Wages, While this fupreme authority. was 
exeic’éed only in nce of juftice, by declaring the 


fuyinftances which did nat much 
intrench upon the intereft great men of the king- 
dom, it was fyffered to aft at om, But no alteration 
in the law which affected the P&sfons or property of the 
harons, could be attempted with fafety, without their con- 
currence in the making of it; as, indeed, it could not 
alwa ithoyf the affiftance of their fupport. 
any important change was 









ce. On the other hand, had the nobles any point 
h they wantr! +. be authorifed by the king's parHa- 
snfary concurrence, a commune concilium was called, if 
ei pnw and if the mat- 
put into a law, the king here was mentioned to 
it, at the prayer and requeft of his barons 5 
other, the king is mentioned in all laws 
ive power which gives life and effect to, the 








form bya commune concilium 
importance, and often the fub- 
they were ia the nature of con- 
the parties interefted, and were 

fometimes 





AP. TV. fometimes palfed and executed with the ceremonies fuitable 





to fuch a tranfaction. The Contftitutions of Clarendon 
(which too were called the antient law of the kingdom, 
and therefore only to be declared and recognized as fuch), 
were pafled in that way. Becket and all the bifhops took 
an oath to obferve thofe laws; and all, except Becket, 
figned, and put their feals to them. “Tle laws were drawn + 
in three parts. One gy 

given to Becket, ano 
of York, a third was 
enrolled among the r 































and his nobles. 
well as the makers, 
afffa flatute, et jur 
article of enquiry bef 
Henry Ill. 
‘Tue rotuli annale 
the accounts of the x 
tient rol!s now 
from the firft year of @ 
remaining in the fam 
has been fuppofed to b 
‘but has been proved 
inttled to an earl 
year of Henryl. ; 
18th of that king, | 
‘Tne plea r 
begin till the 
‘euria regis now = 
‘as do the afffe rolls of ee juttices liserart ho 
the bancum begin with the firft year. of king John, which=. 
is very near the firit of that court. ‘There are 


+ Mtad. Hilt Dif, Bpitt. 


z ‘Lit Hen. UL vob iv. p. 26. 





Jobn, and clfe rolls fine ells, patent ral liberate rell, aud 


| Norman rolls, of the fecoad, third and fixth yeur of that king. the on 


be Aill the before-mentioned rolls, except the great rolls of the 
Pipe ape aid to be now in the Tower of London, and are 

, the earlieft fpecimens of records that have been {pared by 

the joint deftruStion of time, wilfulnefs, and negleét. “The: 
cruel k made by thefe enemies has occalionally ex- 
cited a teyporary attention to this important articie, and 
meafures huye, in confequence, been purfucd for preferving 

o fuch muni remained. Such events, in the hiftory 
of, our records, be mentioned in their proper places*. 
*AmonG the and valuable remains of anti- 

. quityywe muft not the famous Domefday Book, 
















to have been made with a view to the eftablifh- 
ures. “This book contains an account of all 


quantity and value of them, 
King Alfred is faid to 
‘of this kind about the year goo, of 
in fome-meafure a copy. This work was 
ae 080, and completed in fix years. It has always 
i authority, in queftions of te~ 
by antiquarians as the moft afi 
that now cxifts in this. or 
Black and Red Book of the 
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- wretoRyY OF THE 
AP. 1¥. cient Jaws than the foregoing work, except that in both 
of them was found a tran{cript of a law-treatife, which will 
be mentioned prefently. 

‘Tere are two treatifes written in the reign of Henry IT, 
which contribute greatly to illuftrate the ftate and hiftory 
of our law: the ohe i is the Dialogus de Sgaccario* before al- 






Glenville 
‘THe Dialegus 
work of Gervaleof I 
written by Richard 
fucceeded his father 

of Richard I. and wig 


in one view all that had be 
former hiftorians and 


al phaernage * a 
Tike ; many of which, as well as the 
Dialegws dé Scaccarisy are tw be found 





concerning that court, during its higheft grandeur, inthe 


reign of Henry II. This is done in a ftyle fomewhat fupe- 
tior to the law-Latinity of thofe days. 

GLAanviLie’s book is of a very different fort: this is 
written without any of the freedom or elegance difcoverable 
in the other ; and has all the formality and air of a profeffional 
work. It is entitled, Tradtatus de Legibus et Conjuetudia 
ribus Rigni Anglia; but, notwi' ftanding this general 
ttle it is confined to fuch matters only as were the 
objeéts of jurifdidtion in the curia regis. Having Rated 
this as the limit of his plan, the author very rarely travels 
out of it. Glanvjlle's treatife confifts of fourteen books 5 








the firft two of whi Fa writ of right, when com- 
menced originally in the cq regis, and carry the reader 
through all the ftages of it, fummons to the appear= 


counting, duel, or affife, Judgment and execution. 

In Pq third, he {peaks of vouching to warranty; which, 
being to. the two former. books, compoles a very 
clear int of the in a writ of right for reco- 
very of land. “The fou: jis upon rights of advow- 
jes relating thereto. “The fifth is 
licate.a man’s freedom ; the fixth, 
‘The feventh contains very little concerning 
ti but confiders the fubjects of alienation, defcent, 
. andteftaments. The eighth is upon final con- 
cords 5 the ninth, upon homage, relief, and fervices 3 
the tenth, upon debts, and matters of contract; and the 
eleventh, hits difpofed of ace 
ticns con rte cwria regis, in bis 
twelfth cits of eight brought in the 

» $6Pd'Seourt, > ing them from 
thence to the aca which leads 
. him to mention fome other writs determinable before the 
theriff. In his thirteenth book he Speaks of aflifes and 


ee The laft book is wholly upon pleas of the 
a ; Tre 
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you, 


Glanville, 





Glanville himfelf ; and firit exhibited in an intelligible way, * 

and with fyitem, in this book, 
THe method and ityle of this work fgem very well adapt. ' 

ed to the fubject: the former opens the matter of it in a 

natural and Aye ey while the weer eaves it 
i and 


diftance of time; for 
not fail of finding i 
culty he may have 
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book was Ranulphus de Glenvil'i, who was great julti- 
|. ciaryto Henry II. “This great officer, though at the head 
of the law, united in himvGlf a polite! as well as a judi- 
cial charaéter ; and it feems, that Glanville was likewife a 

* military man, for he led the king's armies more than once, 
and was the commander who took the king of Scots pri- 
foner. {t might therefore be doubted, whether a perfon 
of cus defeription was likely to be the author of a law- 
treatife containing a detail of the prattice of courts in cons 
Be du@ing fuits. There was a Ranulphus de Glanvillé who 
was a juttice itinerant *, and who, it is faid, was a juftice 
the clofe of this reign. If 
name, it may be doubted 








ye afcribed to the great jufticiary for no other rea- 

n becaufe he prefided over the law at the time it 

twa and might be fhe promoter of the work, and 

patron to its author. Whftever doubt there may be con= 

*  gerning the author, is no queltion but it was written 

rT Tl. there are many internal marks to 

ofthat period ; and from one paflage, itfeems 

written ® after the thirty-third year of that 

~ If Glanville is the earlicit writer in our law, from 

‘whom any clear and coherent account of it is to be gottén 5 

this book is alfo faid to be the firft performance that has any 

thing like the appearance of a treatife on the Subject of jurit- 
prudence fince the diffolution of the Roman empire *, 

. ‘Wires this book is'confidered with a view to the pro- 

| grefé of our law, it makes a remarkable event in the hiftory 

‘of the hew jurifprudence. Notwithftanding the attempts 

__ gf William’ the Conqueror to introduce the Norman laws, 







A 2 Vid. Leg, Ang. Six. the ecown in 1164, and Glanville 
£* ® Glany. lik 8. & 25 3 being written after the thirty-third 
* Barr. Ant. Seat, This isnot trae year of his reign, could not appear 
Decretum is to be confideres, Now the Desreiam wat 


It has been a general perfuafion, that the writer of this 
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” IV. and the tendency Silex ogi on oral 
innovation of that kind, not much had yet been done, i 
'@. public and authoritative nature to confirm that law inoppo= 
fition to the Saxon guftoms. The laws of William, ex- 
cepting thofe concerning tenures and the duel, were in the 
fpirit und ftyle of the Anglo-Saxon laws ; the fame maybe 
faid of thofe which go under the name &f Henry I. It is 
de about 










_ Britton, that the Sars dao ty tole ome 
hw. Recoeeeinch vaio in te Greet Stoo) 
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